How-To Geek

How To Uninstall Your Windows Product Key Before You Sell Your PC

Enter a product key to activate Windows

Your product key should be on the box that the Windows DVD came in or in an email that shows you bought
Windows. You need to be signed in as an administrator to enter a product key for Windows activation. It looks
similar to this:
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Do you have an old PC you want to sell, but also want to use your Windows license on your new PC ? There is a hidden
command in Windows that allows you to do just that. Read on to find out more.

Note: Between Microsoft and your OEM there are a number of different laws that determine whether you are allowed to
use your license on another PC, so follow this tutorial at your own risk. Additionally before you go through the tutorial you
will want to check that your product key is still attached to your PC/Installation CD, if it is not , do a quick Google search
on how to recover it.

Uninstalling Your Product Key

The first thing we need to do is get our activation ID, to do this fire up an administrative command prompt and run:
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Windows will open a message box and tell you a bunch of information about the license status of your PC, take note of
your activation ID.
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Software licensing service version: £.2,8400.0

Mame: Windows(R), Professional edition

Description: Windows(R) Operating System, RETAIL channel

Activation |0t 307660dd-3fcd-4df2-81f3-b559467ad 36b

Application 1D 55c92734-d682-4d71-983e-dBec3f16059f

Extended PID: 03612-01371-100-%99504-00-1033-2400.0000-2042012

Installation [D:
T452441661020046741040465934537532026430133442419635107361065364

Use License URL:
https://activation.sls.microsoft.com/SLActivateProduct/SLActivatePreduct.asmx?
configextension=Retail
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If you do it correctly you will be told that your product key has been uninstalled.

» -:|GWS Script Host Iﬂl

Uninstalled product key successfully.
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Installing Your Product Key

Installing your product key on your new PC is just as easy, all you need to do is fire up an administrative command
prompt and use the /ipk switch.
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icrosoft Windows [Version 6.2.854881]
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If your key is valid you will be told that your key was installed.
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Installed product key TEETP-QIMNEP-TXTWW-RFFTV-B7VOPF successfully.

That’s all there is to it.
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